SUBMISSION UNDER § 5 OF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT:
ACT 1 OF THE FIRST EXTRADORINARY SESSSION, 2011
REDISTRICTING THE LOUISIANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DATE: April 21, 2011

SUMMARY: This summary outlines the information provided in this submission
pursuant to 28 C.F.R. §§ 51.27, 51.28, and 51.34. The summary either provides the
information requested or references the appropriate attachment.

Section 51.27: (a)  Attested copy of Act No. 1 of the First Extraordinary Session,
2011. (Attachment 1) (hereafter referred to as Act 1)

(b) Copy of current La. RS 24:35.5 (Attachment 2).

(¢) Statement of the change. Attachment 3 provides a detailed
explanation of Act 1 redistricting the Louisiana House of
Representatives.

(d) Jason Torchinsky
Holtzman Vogel PLLC
45 North Hill Drive, Suite 100
Warrenton, VA 20186
(540) 341 8808
Special Assistant Attorney General for the State of Louisiana
(Designation letter attached hereto)

(e) Louisiana House of Representatives

() Not applicable

(g) Actl.

(h) La. Const. Art. IIl § 6 (1974) requires the Legislature to
reapportion the State into electoral districts after each federal

census, beginning in 1981:

“Section 6. Legislative Reapportionment; Reapportionment by
Supreme Court; Procedure
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Section 6.(A) Reapportionment by Legislature. By the end of
the year following the year in which the population of this state
is reported to the president of the United States for each
decennial federal census, the legislature shall reapportion the
representation in each house as equally as practicable on the
basis of population shown by the census.

(B) Reapportionment by Supreme Court. If the legislature fails
to reapportion as required in Paragraph (A), the supreme court,
upon petition of any elector, shall reapportion the representation
in each house as provided in Paragraph (A).

(C) Procedure. The procedure for review and for petition shall
be provided by law.

Pursuant to La. Const. Art. IIT §§ 15, 17 and 18, redistricting is
accomplished by a general law adopted by a majority vote of
the Louisiana House of Representatives and Senate and
approved by the Governor.

The extraordinary session was called on December 22, 2010 to
come into session on March 20, 2011 and to conclude by April
13, 2011. One of the purposes for which the extraordinary
session was called was the redistricting of the House of
Representatives. Attachment 4.

Committee on House and Governmental Affairs met on January
19, 2011 and adopted its Committee Rules for Redistricting.
Attachment 5.

Act 1, was adopted by the Legislature on April 11, 2011 and
signed by the Governor on April 14, 2011.

Pursuant to La. Const. Art. III § 19 (1974), Act 1 became
effective on April 14, 2011.

Act 1 has not yet been enforced or administered.
Act 1 affects all Louisiana House of Representatives districts.

A statement of the reasons for the change is included in
Attachment 3. See also item (c) above.
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A detailed statement of anticipated effect on members of racial
minority groups is provided in Attachment 6. There will be no
significant effect of the change on members of language
minority groups.

Statement identifying past or pending litigation concemning the
change or related voting practices. Attachment 7.

La. RS 24:35.5 containing the current Louisiana House of
Representatives districts, was last amended on June 25, 2004 by
Acts 2004, No. 535.

As discussed in item (h) above, Act 1 redistricting the Louisiana
House of Representatives was adopted pursuant to the
procedure provided in La. Const. Art. III § 6 (1974) during the
extraordinary session. La. Const. Art. III §§ 6, 15, 17 and 18
(1974) were precleared and have not been amended.

See items referenced under § 51.28

Demographic information

(1) Total and voting age population for each district under
present La. RS 24:35.5 and under Act 1 by race are
provided in the electronic data  which includes
demographic reports, in hard copy and on CD-ROM,
generated by the Louisiana Legislature’s computer
services office (CDs 1 through 6 in folder Labeled
Attachment 8). File descriptions are included on the
first CD in a PDF format, and we have included printed
copies of that PDF. In addition, this information is
available on the Louisiana House of Representatives
website at:
http://house.louisiana.gov/H Redistricting2011/. No
significant concentration of persons representing a
language minority has been identified in Louisiana.

The label on each of the 6 CDs in Attachment 8 identify
their contents. We have included a printed version of
the PDF document found on CD-1 that explains the file
formats.
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Information on the number of registered voters by race
or language group is available in Louisiana. The
number of registered voters by precinct as of November
2010 is provided in electronic form in the white
envelope CD included in Attachment 8. The
information included in the electronic file was provided
by the Louisiana Secretary of State, and a printed
version of the data formats is included.

Official 2010 population information, including precinct
and block data and racial and language population data,
was received from the U.S. Bureau of the Census on
February 3, 2011. The official U.S. Census data
immediately became part of the public records available
to individuals and groups participating in the
redistricting process. This information was the sole
information used in connection with the adoption of the
change.

Maps showing current and Act 1 boundaries are
contained in Attachment 9. This information was
provided by the House and Governmental Affairs
Committee. Maps showing prior House of
Representatives districts may also be accessed over the
Internet on the House of Representatives website at:
http://house.louisiana.gov/H Redistricting2011/.

Not applicable. Act 1 does not change voting precincts.
Changes in voting precincts are the responsibility of
local governments.

The locations of concentrations of the racial minority
groups are shown, by census block, in the electronic
data. This information was provided by the House and
Governmental Affairs Committee.

Maps of the State of Louisiana showing natural
boundaries or geographical features influencing the
selection of the old district boundaries in La. RS 24:35.5
and the new boundaries in Act 1 are contained in
Attachment 10. Maps were provided by the Louisiana
Department of Transportation.
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voter registration sites. Such changes are the
responsibility of local governments.

Not applicable.

Election return data for Congressional, at large state, at large
federal, Louisiana Legislature, and related general and run-off
elections for the years 2002 through 2010 are provided on white
envelope CD as part of Attachment 8. This CD contains election
return data for the years 2002 through 2010 and was provided
by the Louisiana Secretary of State. The election return data on
this CD was used by the members of the Louisiana House of
Representatives when they redrew district lines. This
information is also available on the Secretary of State’s website
at http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/tabid/153/Default.aspx.

Attachment 8 also includes a chart identifying the names of the
candidates for the years 2002 through 2010, the positions
sought, and their race.

Information on the number of registered voters by race is
available in Louisiana and has been provided; as noted
previously, no significant concentration of persons representing
a language minority has been identified in Louisiana.

Not applicable.

Publicity and participation.

(1) The 2011 Louisiana House of Representatives
redistricting process received extensive statewide

media coverage. Attachment 11 provides a sampling of
representative newspaper articles.
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Notices of Public Hearings were mailed to the media
throughout the State. Notices of Committee meetings
and floor sessions were provided to the Legislature and
to the public through the meeting notice listings on the
Legislature’s website, and through the official
calendars of the House and Senate.

Information regarding redistricting was also provided
on the Louisiana House of Representatives’ website at:
http://house.louisiana.gov/H Redistricting2011/. Also
included in Attachment 12 is documentation relating to
the activity on the redistricting website.

Copies of the extensive public hearings on redistricting
for the House of Representatives are provided in
Attachment 13. This includes video copies of House of
Representatives regional meetings, House and
Governmental Affairs Committee meetings, House of
Representatives floor debate over Act 1, Senate and
Governmental Affairs Committee meetings, and Senate
floor debate over Act 1.

Statements, speeches and other public communications,
including alternative proposals not introduced as
legislation, submitted in connection with the adoption
of Act 1 are provided in electronic form on Attachment
8. Documents handed out by House of Representatives
staff members are also included in this electronic data.

Attachment 14 includes comments from the general
public.

Attachment 15 provides a brief summary of the
legislative history of Act 1, together with committee
and floor amendments, and recorded votes in
committee and on the floor.

Availability of the submission.
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(1) Attachment 16 provides a copy of the press release
announcing the submission to the United States
Attorney General, informing the public of the
availability of a complete duplicate copy of the
submission for public inspection and inviting
comments for the consideration of the Attorney
General. Notice was sent to all news media and should
appear in major newspapers statewide.

2) The portions of Attachments, which are on CD-ROM,
are available to the public for copying or, if so
requested, a hard copy of the data contained on the CDs
will be made available for inspection and copying.
Most of the information is available on the Louisiana
House of Representatives website at:
http://house.louisiana.gov/H_Redistricting2011/.

Minority group contacts. The contact information for the
minority Members of the House of Representatives and Senate
are included as Attachment 18.

The members of politically active groups who were mailed
notices of public hearings are included as Attachment 17.



Section 51.34:
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The Louisiana House of Representatives requests expedited
review of Act 1. The Louisiana House of Representatives finds
it necessary to implement a change within 60 days of the date of
this submission in order to comply with the timetables for the
candidate nomination process. Primary elections for the
members of the House of Representatives are scheduled to take
place on October 22, 2011. The General Election is scheduled
for November 19, 2011 where necessary. The current deadline
for the Secretary of State to receive notice of preclearance for
the fall ballot is August 29, 2011, and candidate qualifying is
set to take place September 6-8, 2011. This is all pursuant to
Act 1. Under the circumstances, a determination of whether
Act 1 complies with § 5 of the Voting Rights Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 1973c, is required as soon as possible, but in any event by no
later than August 29, 2011, so as to give potential candidates a
sufficient amount of time, following the Department of Justice’s
preclearance of Act 1, to complete candidate qualifying and to
campaign for the elections.

The House of Representatives did plan, in advance, for enacting
the changes required by the Louisiana Constitution and
articulated in Act 1. The House of Representatives also
completed the legislative process necessary to enact the new
districts of the House of Representatives as soon as possible
following the release of the 2011 redistricting

data by the United States Bureau of the Census on February 3,
2011, and receipt and consideration of public comment.
Moreover, the Louisiana House of Representatives does not
routinely request expedited reviews of its preclearance
submissions. However, in this instance, good cause exists for
the expedited consideration of Act 1.



